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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Suggestion respecting the ‘ Zoologist.—No greater inducement to perseverance cay 
be held out to the student of Natural History, than a facility of determining the diffe. 


rent species that come in his way, and thus of ascertaining what others have recorded 


of them. Figures of animals, when accompanied by short and pointed descriptions, 
afford by far the most pleasant method of thus identifying species; and hence the po- 


-pularity of the works published by Van Voorst, which have formed a new era in the - 


bibliography of the Natural History of Britain. The advancement of the knowledge 
of British Zoology has all along been your leading desire. Permit then a suggestion 
for enhancing the value of your pages to many a naturalist remote from cities, who 
must look to the ‘Zoologist’ alone, and not to new editions, and to papers scattered 
through other scientific periodicals, for information of the progress that is being made 
in the history of the animal kingdom im Britain. The suggestion is this: — Take the 
works of Professor Bell on the Mammalia, Reptiles, and Crustacea; of Mr. Yarrell on 
Birds and on Fishes; of Messrs. Forbes and Hanley on Mollusca; of Mr. Forbes on 
Echinodermata ; and the recently published volume of the ‘Insecta Britannica, as 


the starting-point for a series of papers more or less illustrated. Let this series com- 


mence with a succinct but useful view of the additions i in the second editions already 
published of some of these works. These might follow a similar account of whet is 
new on the various subjects, as made known in other publications since these later edi- 
tions were issued from the press, not omitting a full reference to the many illustrations 
and descriptions of this nature already given in the ‘ Zoologist.’ Thereafter, a single 


_ paper once a year would suffice to enable your readers to have at one glance under their 


eye, and to keep pace with, all that had been done in their favourite pursuit, over the 
length and breadth of the two islands. The advantages that would arise from this plan 
are great. Meantime, as a preliminary step to its being carried out by yourself or by 
some of your metropolitan contributors, let your readers, who have met with any of the 
requisite materials, forward for insertion among the “ Notes and Queries,” uotices of 
the different publications, pages, &c., in which they are to be found.—G. G. 


Calosoma sycophanta.—The following localities of this splendid beetle may possibly 
be interesting to some of your readers. The first specimen which was captured in this 
country, I believe, I'saw alive when at school at Norwich, and that was at the greatest 
distance from the sea of any individual that has been net with in England that I am 


aware of. The next was found at Aldborough, on the coast of Suffolk, by Dr. Crabbe, 


the poet, and given to his friend Mr. Kirby. Then others appeared at Dartmouth, in | 
Devonshire, and on the coast of Wales. Mr. Sparshall also informed me that several 
had been taken at high-water mark at Yarmouth, in Norfolk, feeding on putrid fish. 
In the summer of 1838 several were picked up at Brighton, Ramsgate, and Hastings, 
some alive, others dead: in 1843 a few more were taken at Brighton, and two years 
before a single specimen at Herne Bay. Most of them appeared towards the end of 
June. Like many other insects, this beautiful species, so abundant in France and 
other parts of Europe, is only a casual visitor to our island. It isa predaceous bee- 
tle, rambling about at night, and ascending trees in search of caterpillars; and, proba- 
bly attracted by the powerful lamps of our light-houses, numbers of them, when food 
becomes scarce, unfold their ample wings and attempt to cross the channel, when through 
adverse winds, or the distance being beyond their power of flight, they fall into the sea 


[Continued on page 3 of the Wrapper. 
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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES (continued ). 


and some of them are washed on our shores exhausted or quite dead. No one, that I 
am aware of, ever stated Calosoma sycophanta swam over from the Continent, as inti-. 
mated by your correspondent ; and it is scarcely necessary to add, that although the 


Carabidae will float on the water, they are not formed for swimming ; their long and — 


powerful legs being admirably adapted for ranning and climbing, and their wings for 
flight. I remember that a specimen of C. sycophanta, captured by Mr. W. Clifton a 
few miles at sea, was alive and struggling for its life when he saw it. The larva, like 
the beetles, feed on caterpillars, and both do great service on the Continent by clearing 
trees of the swarms of larve of Bombyx processionea and other Lepidoptera, which, 
without the aid of such a vigilant police, would devastate the forests of pines and other 
trees, to the ruin of the peasantry, who often rely on a supply of the leaves to litter 
eattle, of the fruit of the chestnut for food, and of acorns and beech-mast for their 
swine, as well as using the cones of fir-trees for fuel, or selling them in towns for the 
same purpose.—C. 


Necrodes.—If Mr. Bate will refer to Curtis's ‘ British Entomology, folio 334, he 
will find the Necrodes with slender thighs described. Dr. Leach, in the ‘ Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia,’ gave it the name of N. Curtisii, after its captor, who first observed its 
peculiar characters; and subsequently Dejean named it N. simplicipes. There are 
certainly such evident distinctions for separating the extremes of the supposed series, 


that unless there be connecting links, it would be injudicious to include them under 


one name. It is remarkable that the females of the slender-legged species are un- 
known, and it is not a little singular that no one should have dissected these puzzling 
specimens, which from their external form appear to be males, in order to ascertain 


how far the sexual organs are developed. If they had been females, imperfectly de- 


veloped, one might have considered them as mere labourers—scavengers indeed, whose 
office it was to consume and dispose of such carcases and offal as, without the agency 
of insects, would prove a great nuisance to man.—C. 


On the Food of Cucullia Verbasci.—In the February number (Zool. 3368) appears 
the following paragraph: —‘* Mr. Douglas remarked that probably the usual food of 
this Galeruca was some plant of the same natural order as Cnothera, but that this 
does not always apply, for he once, in this country, found caterpillars of Cucullia Ver- 
basci feeding on Buddlea globosa, a native of Chili, and not in the same natural order 
as Verbascum, on the leaves of which they usually feed.” Now, in confirmation of 
this, I beg to say that in July last I found a whole nest of Cucullia Verbasci feeding 
on a large Buddlea globosa in my own garden. . The greater part are all safe in chry- 
salis—Bombyx Atlas, 


TO BE DISPOSED OF. 
\ COLLECTION or BIRDS, consisting of 181 Species and 400 


Specimens, all obtained in the County of Sussex within the last three years. 


Each species is in a separate glass case, and will be warranted to be in the best state 


of preservation. The collection contains specimens of many of our rarest Birds; and 
as full particulars will be given concerning the capture of each specimen, an oppor- 
tunity which is seldom met with is here offered to collectors. 


‘For particulars apply to Mr. Cuar.es Porter, 26, Cliffe, Lewes. 
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TO ORNITHOLOGISTS. 


MILLON’s WELL Known Coitection oF BRITISH BIRDS. 

Mr. J. C. STEVENS will Sell by Auction, at his Great Room, 38, King 
Street, Covent Garden, on Turspay, the 6th of April, at 12 for 1 o’Clock, a very va- 
luable and nearly complete Collection of BRITISH BIRDS, set up in the best man- 
ner, by the most eminent naturalists of the present day, all in fine preservation, and 
arranged according to Yarrell: and a Collection of BRITISH BIRDS’ EGGS, 
including many rare species. May be viewed on the day prior to the sale, and Cata- 
logues had of Mr. Millon, No. 10, Great Marylebone Street, and of Mr. J. C. Stevens, 
38, King Street, Covent Garden. . | 


/ 


/ 


FOXCROFT, Entomologist, 8, Union Yard, Oxford Street, 

begs to return his sincere thanks to his Friends for the patronage he has received 
for a number of years, and now takes the liberty -f informing them that he intends _ 
collecting INsrcts during the whole summer of th. resent year, in the best localities 
in England, Wales, and part of Scotland; the season to commence the second week 
in April. To enable him to carry out this plan, he wishes to raise a sufficient sum by 
subscriptions of One Guinea; each subscriber of a Guinea to be entitled to one spe- 
cimen of every species collected during the season. All the Insects will be forwarded 
for inspection to the Rooms of the Entomological Society, 17, Old Bond Street, and 
will remain there until the end of the season, when they will be divided amongst the 
Subscribers, and delivered to them at their residences; the boxes in which the Insects 
are sent to be returned to J. Foxcroft. By pursuing this plan of visiting various lo- 
calities, J. F. hopes to give greater satisfaction to his subscribers, than by confining 
himself to any particular district, as he will thus be enabled to go to all those places 
where the best and choicest Insects have been taken; so this will afford an excellent 
opportunity to Proprietors of Museums, and Collectors of British Insects, to procure 
many rare species, which may be wanting to their cabinets. Persons wishing to be- 
come subscribers, are requested to pay their subscriptions, by Post-office Order, or 
otherwise, to Mrs. Foxcroft, 3, Union Yard, Oxford Street, London. Post-office Or- 
ders to be made payable at 210, Oxford Street. | 


_J. F. has also a great variety of Britsh Insects always on sale. Gathering-boxes, 


and Cabinets for Insects, Shells, Fossils, &c., Nets and Breeding-cages of all kinds 
made to Order. | : 


EDWARD NEWMAN, 9, DEVONSHIRE STREET, BISHOPSGATE. 
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